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Muslims in Australia have integrated successfully in the economic sphere, and to a significant 
extent the social sphere, but are currently undergoing the process of identity integration. That is, 
Muslims in Australia are increasingly developing a strong awareness about their Australianness and 
Muslimness leading to an integrated identity. In this respect, they feel emotionally connected to 
both their Muslim identity and their Australian identity as they have strong feelings of attachment to 
both identities. Although a relatively new field, this research draws on the study of emotions. More 
specifically, it refers to Jonathan Mercer’s theory that emotion is linked with identity to trace the 
extent to which Muslims in Australia feel, or identify as, Australian Muslims. The central focus of 
the research is this: to what extent do emotions—and by extension, emotional attachment—lead 
to identity integration? The research hypothesises that, in the 2020s, Australian Muslims have 
begun the development of a distinct Australian Muslim identity as they have developed emotional 
attachment to the land and to the people of Australia other than their immediate community.  
 
If the hypothesis is proved true, the research will contribute significantly to the field of Islamic 
Studies and the study of emotions in identity formation. It will show how integration requires 
emotional attachment and how minority groups living in the West can develop an identity that is 
unique to their circumstances. Exploring the role of emotion in the identity integration of 
Australian Muslims invites the Australian Muslim community to ask themselves ‘how do I feel as 
an Australian?’, instead of instinctively reacting to the political, social, economic, and cultural 
environment around them. The research will be conducted through qualitative analysis. A survey 
will be made available for the Australian and Australian Muslim community to complete regarding 
the place of Australian Muslims in society. The survey will be followed by focus group discussions 
with Australian-born Muslims, both male and female, between the ages of 18 to 28, on what it 
means to be an Australian Muslim, what it means to be successfully integrated, and to what extent 
emotion plays a role in this process. 
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