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Sydney’s December 2014 Lindt Café siege resulted in the death of two hostages and the 

perpetrator of the terrorist attack. In February 2015, Prime Minister Tony Abbott argued 

Muslim leaders were not doing enough to tackle violent extremism. Muslim community 

representatives were outraged and puzzled with some indicating that they have done more 

than enough to condemn terrorism. The Prime Minister was implying what Muslims leaders 

said to the Australian public and media was not a reflection of what they say when they are 

speaking to an audience of Muslims. That interpretation of Islamic community leadership has 

had significant implications for public policy and community attitudes. This paper analyses 

13 mosque sermons delivered across 10 mosques (and 1 community hall) in Sydney 

immediately after the 2014 Lindt Café siege. It shows that what was said in the sermons was 

consistent with what was said by community leaders publicly – that the incident was 

condemned, considered to be un-Islamic, the perpetrator was mentally ill, and his victims 

were innocent. Audiences were told that the consequence of killing innocent people is eternal 

damnation. Some sermons acknowledged that non-Muslims may be confused and have a 

negative view of Islam and members of the congregations were asked to reach out to non-

Muslims and demonstrate through their actions that Islam is a religion of peace. 
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